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British Columbia curriculum is being transformed, and so is the teaching that accompanies the redesign.
This year Kindergarten-Grade 9 teachers have had a year to explore our redesigned curriculum. Next
year we will begin full implementation of the redesigned curriculum. How is curriculum changing you
might ask? Here are some of the points on the Ministry website that address this question:
The curriculum redesign aims to:





reduce the prescriptiveness of the existing curriculum while ensuring a consistent focus on the
essential elements of learning.
allow teachers and students the flexibility to personalize the learning experience to better
match each student’s individual strengths and needs.
balance the foundational skills that students need to learn with the “big ideas” or concepts that
they need to understand to succeed in their education and their lives.
support development of critical thinking, communication skills, and personal and social
competence.

One major goal is that all learners will be better prepared for their adult lives when they leave high
school, no matter what path they choose. There is an emphasis on real-life experiences, community
involvement, gaining business knowledge and hands-on learning as well as Core Competencies such as
critical and creative thinking, communication, personal and social identity and responsibility. All the
while, ensuring students have fundamental literacy and numeracy skills.
We know that:
• Learning requires active participation of the student.
• People learn in a variety of ways and at different rates.
• Learning is both an individual and a group process.
Learning is a continuum. Our work is to keep each person moving forward on the continuum. This year
we worked with our student teachers from Vancouver Island University to develop a writing continuum.
Our goal was to show the progression of emergent through to fluent pre-adolescent writers and to
provide a concrete example as well as a descriptor of what the author demonstrated at each stage of
writing.
In the fall, all students wrote a piece based on the prompt “My Perfect Day”. Student writing was
roughly grouped into emergent, developing and fluent. Student teachers were given an emergent
writing continuum (from “What’s Next for this Beginning Writer”) and the BC Performance Standards
and were asked to select possible exemplars of each stage in writing.

Then student teachers and teachers discussed the selections and moved, removed, replaced exemplars
as needed. Then we worked to create “I can” statements for each exemplar describing what the author
was demonstrating in each sample. These I can statements are cumulative. So if a writer is on the 6th
exemplar of the continuum, we would expect that the “I can” statements on previous writing samples
are also evidenced.

Once the continuum was constructed - the real fun began! Teachers began taking students to learn how
the continuum could help them in their development as a writer. Students brought writing samples and
‘found’ where they believed they were on the continuum. They discussed with peers and teachers why
they thought they were at that stage and then looked to the next exemplar to gain insight as to their
next step as a writer. Self and peer reflection and goal-setting with descriptive feedback built in!

The thoughtful observations students of all ages made were stunning. Teachers began collaborating
with each other about how they were incorporating the continuum into their practice and we were
humbled to once again acknowledge – we’re all on a continuum. I am so proud of the collaborative
work teachers at Nanoose Bay elementary engage in and the willingness they show to continue to move
along their continuum of learning and to support learners of all ages in doing the same.
For more information on the changes to the curriculum please go to:
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/
The FQA sheet at https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/sites/curriculum.gov.bc.ca/files/pdf/faq.pdf is quite a
concise summary of the major changes.

